



orerptg from Leon Trotsky*s teitings during 
the latter period of ilia life whio;ti deal 
a'peeifioally with taj^e- <irewli^h *©« 

there are only one wd a Mlf nidlilin 
l0WB aliye in Unrope-*^ ithe 

bodies of the six million CTews slaughtered 
by Hitler, and threatened by extinotion as 
the anti - Semitic wave sweeps, over Bxrope 
onoe again, the eyes of world iTewry turn to 
2|/oni;sjm again#, 


But is Siioniam the to^ 

Jevjish problem? The following paragraphs 
are invaluable In disoussli^ md uhdershaa,** 
ting 2iioni,am. The first exowpt Is front m 
inter^rlew given by Trotsky to correspondents 
of the 'Jewish press ufon- hi# arrival 
Mexico! the saoonid Is froit hi# artl/O'Ih 
'^'Thermidor and Anti >- Semitism^^ written in 
19'37 5 the third is. a letter from 'frot^slsf 
v/ritten to Jews menaced by the anti^^semitie 
and fascistic wave ^toh fSwept' tiis 
States some years ago calling upon them to 
support the fourth International in Its re¬ 
volutionary struggle for Socialism; the 
last exjserpt is from the archives of Trotsky 0 

'The Socialist Tomth league tteuith 
tlon of the loiters iParty)'. Is an -orgamlw*- 
tion of youth #h0' fight -militaMtiir for 
SOiOialism, and .oppose and' struggle againht 
imperialism and anti - semit ism. Join the 
ranks of the S Y L and help us in our fight 
for Socialism: for the destruction of world 
imperialism -and the 'Opening of J?alestlne 
and other countries to Jewish immigration. 
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,tlon tho hxLx^mxQTm^ 4oea imt 
! to resort tn a soareelf* 
mx to ehawlnistie imstoioiss. 
nti-somitio ones* ISie latest 


.ttaokablQ, goes hand in hand v/ith synbo- 
trials against aTowed po^mX&tm^ Tern 
. ae if the old ^I'ewish .petty bourgeoisie 


On Biro-bid|an X oan yw no 













no talk of gliettos# But the IbwIbU ^ua'stlcm 
and th .0 Terf* manner in wUlch settleiaents at 
Jews oonurred, mBvmBB an international 
peot. ine we not correct In saying that a 
\vorld sociallat federation t€0. have to make 
possible the creations of a Blro-^^bidjan for 
•^hose Jews #io wish to ha^ve their own auto~ 
onions republic as the arena for their om, 
nltnref 

it be presumed that a sooialiet 
demooracy will not resort to eoB^JUlsory aS^ 
slmilation# It may vei^ well be that within 
two or three generations the boundaries of 
an independent Jewish republic, as of many 
other national regions* will be erased* I 
have neither time nor desiife to meditate on 
this* Our descendants will know better tban 
vre i^^at to do* I have In mind a transition¬ 
al historical period when the Jewish ”q.ues- 
tion** as such, is still acute and demands 
8Mde<iuate measures fr« a i^rld'federation 
of wcrkers^ states* 


fhe very same methods of solving the 
Jewish question which under decaying ce^i** 
talism tfill have a utopjaa and reactionary 
character (Zionism) ^^11, under the regime 
of a socialist federation "take on real and 
salutary meaning* Ihls is what I want to 
point out* low could^ Marxist or even 
any consistent d^mjorat object to this?* 


-Dec, SS, ‘19Z8 


Dear Jfriendl 

father Coughlin, who apparently tries 
to dOTJonstrate that the absolute idealistic 
moral does not prevent ipan from being the 
greatest rascal, has declared over the radio 
that in the past I received enormous aims of 
money for the * revolution from the Jewish 
bourgeoisie in*the United States* I haye 
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already answered in the press that this is 
false* I did not receive suah money, not, 
of course, iDeoause I would haTe refused fi¬ 
nancial support for the reTolution, hut he- 
oause the Jewish bourgeoisie did not offer 
this support. The Jewish bourgeoisie re¬ 
mains true to the principles not to give,, 
even now ^hen its head is concerned. Suf¬ 
focating in its own contradictions, capi¬ 
talism directs enraged blows against the 
Jews, moreover a part of these blows fall 
upon the Je\¥ish bourgeoisie in spite of all 
its past service** for capitalism. Measures 
of a philanthropioal nature for refugees 
become less and less efficacious inccan pari- 
son with the gigantic dimension of the evil 
burdening the Jewish people# 


How it is the turn Of France# The 
victory of fascism in this country would 
signify a vast streiagthenlng of reaction, 
and a monstrous growth of violent anti-semi- 
tism in all the world, above all in the 
United States# The number of countries 
^vhioh expel the Jews grows without cease. 
The number of countries able to accept them 
decreases* At the same time the exacerba¬ 
tion of the struggle Intensifies. It i s 
possible to Imagine without difficulty what 
awaits the Jews at the mere outbreak of the 
future world war. But even without war the 
next development of world reaction si^iftes 
with certainty the physical extermination 
of the Jews. 


Palestine , appears a tragic mirage , 
Biro-bidjan a bureaucratic.farce. The Krem¬ 
lin refuses to accept refugees. The anti - 
fascist" congresses of ol() ladies and young 
careerists do not have the slightest impor¬ 
tance. How more than ever, the fate of the 
Jewish people—not only their politic^ but 
also tlxeir pHysioal fate—la Indissolubly 




iinlcod wit/ll tih .6 om.sjioips.'tiiig stirtiggX© of 
the intern at ionaJL proletariat* Only auda^ 
'-Oious mobilization of the workers against 
'reaction, creation of workers^ militia, di* 
reot ph.ysioal resistance to the 
* increasing self-confidence, actlTity 

Ipd audaolty on the part of all the opres- 
^ed can provoke a change in the relation of 
' forces* stop-the world wave of fasciTOi 
open a new oha]^r In the history of mfflaklnd* 

The Fourth Inteamational was the first 
. 'to proclaim the danger of f ascism and in*» 
■dioate the way of salvation 4 The Fourth 1^ 

• temational calls upon the Jewish 
TWaaseS not to delude themselves but to fjoe 
-Vbpeniy the menacing reality* Sal;^tion lies 
^^bnly in. revolutionary-struggle* The sinevi# 
of revolutionary struggle, as of war, are 
■ Kfunds* With the progressive and 

elements of the Jewish people 
obligation to come to the help of the 
"Sipevolutionary vanguard* Time presses* 

.."day is how equivalent to a month or even to 
a year* That thou doest, do quloklyl 

. —It** 

'?IH0M TBOTaKT'S AHOHIVBS 

^ The attempt to solve the Jewish ques** 
ion through the migration of Jaws to Pa- 
. 4 &tlne can now be seen for what t > ^ 

tragic Qiookery of the Jewish * 

tores ted in winning sympathies of the 
■who are more ntimorous than the 
“Iffltlsh government has sharply altered its 

:-»olioy toward the Je^, 

"^^rnced its promise to help 

^*own home^ in a foreign land* The fu— 
u^fe^relopment of military events xosy well 
gf^S'form Palestine into a bloody trap for 
hundred thousand Never was it 

S‘fii b’leeir as it is today that the salvation 
tide Jewish people is bound up inseparably 
th the overthrow of the oapltalist system* 
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